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Established in 2003, UCDVO is a charitable organisation which offers the UCD community 
the opportunity to engage with a development education programme and to participate in 
volunteering overseas. UCDVO’s Vision is for UCD students to graduate with an understanding 
of the challenges facing humanity worldwide and the determination and self-belief to tackle 
the issues underlying poverty and inequality in the world. UCDVO’s Mission is to provide UCD 
students, staff and alumni with opportunities to volunteer for the benefit of disadvantaged 
communities overseas, in response to needs explicitly identified by those communities.

UCDVO

Film Series
Development 

2017

The fifth UCDVO Development Film Series is taking place 
again, with funding support from Trócaire and Concern. The 
Series is hosted in the UCD Student Centre Cinema for five 
consecutive Mondays beginning the 30th January – 27th 
February 2017.

We have an exciting line-up of cutting edge feature films 
and guest speakers for the 2017 Series. The series includes 
5 topical feature documentary films on subjects relating to 
development and global justice issues. Each screening will 
be followed by a Q&A session with a guest speaker and 
refreshments. Follow our facebook and website for updates.

Support UCDVO when shopping online through www.helpfreely.org

Check out our Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn pages for regular updates.

Volunteer overseas by applying to the UCDVO Volunteering & Development Education 
Programme in 2017/18 - applications open in September 2017.

Join the UCDVO Student Society by contacting the Society Secretary studentsecretary@ucdvo.
org

Check out our evening courses, ‘Be the Change’ and ‘Skills in Development Education’.

Attend the UCDVO Annual Conference in November.

Be part of awareness and fundraising events on campus or donate directly to UCDVO by 
clicking on the DONATE button on our website.

Support UCDVO by donating books or second-hand computers to be used in our programmes 
overseas.

About UCDVO 

Get Involved



Guest Speaker

Further Learning

Atlantic charts the politics of resource management of the North Atlantic; from strong State 
control in Norway, mixed fortunes in Newfoundland, to a more liberal, privatised system in 
Ireland. Atlantic, through the experience of these coastal neighbours, poses the question: who 
will benefit from the exploitation of these resources, and what the consequences will be for 
communities and the environment? Atlantic started as a crowd funding project, where the 
digital community came together and raised the highest Fund-it amount every raised, totalling 
€56,000. The film aims to empower local communities and individuals so that they can better 
contribute to this vital debate.  

Risteard Ó Domhnaill is a director and cameraman based in the West of Ireland, with 
a degree in Theoretical Physics from Trinity College Dublin and a degree in Irish and 
History from the National University of Ireland, Galway. He is the director of his 
company Scannáin Inbhear Teo. Risteard specialises in character based documentary 
and filming in difficult areas. His stories usually revolve around exploring complex 
or difficult subject matter through the eyes of engaging characters, in order to avoid 
becoming ‘current affairs’ reportage.

Risteard’s first feature documentary ‘The Pipe’, debuted at the Toronto International 
Film Festival. Having picked up numerous awards including the International Green 
Award and the CIRCOM Grand Prix, the film has enjoyed successful international 
distribution and secured broadcast deals in over 20 countries. 
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WINNER 

2016

Best Environmental 
Documentary, Chargrin 
Documentary Film Fest

WINNER 

2016

 Best Irish Documentary, 
ADIFF

OFFICIAL  
SELECTION

2016
Sydney International Film 

Festival 

Watch the award winning documentary ‘The Pipe’ by Risteard O'Domhnaill

 Watch the feature documentary ‘When Two Worlds Collide’

Read ‘Beyond the Resource Curse’ by Brenda Shaffer (Editor), Taleh Ziyadov (Editor)

Ó DomhnaillRisteard
DIRECTOR / PRODUCER



Guest Speaker

Further Learning

Sonita is an 18-year-old female, an undocumented Afghan illegal immigrant living in the poor 
suburbs of Tehran. She is a feisty, spirited, young woman who fights to live the way she wants, 
as an artist, singer, and musician in spite of all her obstacles she confronts in Iran and her 
conservative patriarchal family. In harsh contrast to her goal is the plan of her family – strongly 
advanced by her mother – to make her a bride and sell her to a new family. The price right 
now is about US$ 9.000.Will Sonita be forced into marriage? Will she succeed in recording her 
songs? Will her family manage to take her back to Afghanistan? The film unfolds in Sonita’s 
home, at the NGO and in music studios in and around Teheran..

Read the graphic novel ‘Persepolis’

Watch ‘A Girl in the River: The Price of Forgiveness’

Read the Blog ‘Steal this Hijab’

Ursula Barry is Associate Professor with the School of Social Policy, Social Work and 
Social Justice, UCD specialising in gender, in/equality and public policy. She is the editor 
of, and contributor to ‘Where are we now – new feminist perspectives on women in 
contemporary Ireland’ New Island Publishers 2008; Discourses on Foetal Rights and 
Women’s Embodiment in Abortion Papers Ireland Volume 2  (eds) Quilty, A., Kennedy, 
S. and Conlon, C. Cork University Press, 2015 Gender equality and economic crisis: 
Ireland and the EU in Economics and Austerity in Europe (eds) Bargawni, H Cozzi, G and 
Himmelweit, S. Routledge, London 2016.  

ursula.barry@ucd.ie

BarryUrsula
PROFESSOR
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Sundance Film Festival

AUDIENCE 
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World Cinema 

Documentary, Sundance 
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Eamon Rafter is Learning Co-ordinator at the Glencree 
Centre for Peace and Reconciliation, in Co. Wicklow, 
Ireland where he has worked since 2005. He is a peace 
educator and dialogue facilitator with responsibility 
for education and training programmes with schools, 
youth, universities, adult and community groups. He has 
worked on peacebuilding programmes in Ireland north 
and south, Israel & Palestine, South Africa, Afghanistan 
and in several European countries. His role also involves 
documenting and sharing the learning of the organization 
and in this capacity he compiled and edited ‘Deepening 
Reconciliation: Reflections on Glencree Peacebuilding’ 
published in 2015.

James Demo is an independent filmmaker who writes, 
directs and produces documentary and narrative films. 
Demo’s award-winning film, First Time Long Time, a short 
comedy starring John Savage and co-starring Emmy 
award-winning actress Amanda Plummer and Hollywood 
icon Karen Black, has played dozens of festivals worldwide. 
He has worked with notable artists including Aerosmith 
front man Steven Tyler, Wynton Marsalis for Time 
Magazine, and Neil Gaiman for the launch of his game 
“Haunted Mansion.” Demo is a Sundance Institute Fellow, 
a Film Independent Documentary Fellow, a Tribeca Film 
Institute/A&E IndieFilms StoryLab Fellow.

RafterEamon
GLENCREE PEACE AND 
RECONCILIATION CENTRE

Demojames
DIRECTOR/PRODUCER

The Peacemaker follows international peacemaker Padraig O'Malley, who helps make peace 
for others but struggles to find it for himself. The film takes us from Padraig's isolated life 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts to some of the most dangerous crisis zones on Earth – from 
Northern Ireland to Kosovo, Nigeria to Iraq over five years – as he works a peacemaking model 
based on his recovery from addiction.  We meet Padraig in the third act of his life in a race 
against time to find some kind of salvation for both the world and himself.

THE PEACEMAKER

13
FEB

INTERNATIONAL 
PREMIERE

2016
HotDocs

EUROPEAN 
PREMIERE

2016
Sheffield Doc/Fes

OFFICIAL  
SELECTION

2016
 IFFBoston

Interviewed by Professor 
Patrick Paul Walsh, Chair of 
International Development 
Studies UCD



Guest Speaker

Further Learning

Watch ‘The Sea Between Us’ by Caoimhe Butterly

Check out Ziko & Shreko a soap opera made by residents of the Zaatari Refugee Camp

Register as a host for a ‘Welcome Dinner’

Salim Mhawesh is originally from Syria but left the country with his family when the 
war broke out to complete his school education in the United Arab Emirates. After 
finishing his schooling, he left to make the perilous journey to Europe, leaving his family 
in the U.A.E. Salim was granted refugee status in Ireland and hopes to study Medicine.

Salim

After Spring is a feature documentary that focuses on the Syrian refugee crisis. With the Syrian 
conflict now in its sixth year, millions of people continue to be displaced. AFTER SPRING is the 
story of what happens next. By following two refugee families in transition and aid workers 
fighting to keep the camp running, viewers will experience what it is like to live in Zaatari, the 
largest camp for Syrian refugees. With no end in sight for the conflict or this refugee crisis, 
everyone must decide if they can rebuild their lives in a place that was never meant to be 
permanent.

After Spring

20
FEB

2016
American Film Institute 
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2016
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2016
Tribeca Film Festival

Mhawesh



Guest Speaker

Further Learning

Join a Movement www.beforetheflood.com/act/

Subscribe to Change X

Support 350.org

Eamon Ryan is the Leader of the Green Party. He has spent the last twenty years 
working at the highest policy level in local government, the Dáil, and in the European 
Council of Ministers. Eamon chairs the Digital and Energy Policy Groups for the 
Institute of International and European Affairs in Dublin. He has also worked on www.
climategathering.org to establish a safe space to consider how to communicate the 
issue of Climate Change. Eamon currently represents the constituency of Dublin Bay 
South. He had previously served as Dáil TD for Dublin South from 2002 to 2011 and 
was Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources from 2007 to 2011. 

RyanEamon

If you could know the truth about the threat of climate change — would you want to know? 
Before the Flood, presented by National Geographic, features Leonardo DiCaprio on a 
journey as a United Nations Messenger of Peace, traveling to five continents and the Arctic 
to witness climate change first-hand. He goes on expeditions with scientists uncovering 
the reality of climate change and meets with political leaders fighting against inaction. 
He also discovers a calculated disinformation campaign orchestrated by powerful special 
interests working to confuse the public about the urgency of the growing climate crisis. With 
unprecedented access to thought leaders around the world, DiCaprio searches for hope in a 
rising tide of catastrophic news.

Before the Flood

27
feb

FROM ACADAMY AWARD WINNERS LEONARDO DI CAPRIO AND FISHER STEVENS

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER MARIN SCORSESE



The UCDVO Development Film Series is kindly supported by the Trocáire Mobilising for Justice Grants Scheme and the 
Concern Development Education Grants Scheme. The content and views represented in these films should not be taken to 

reflect the policies and views of Trócaire, Concern or UCD Volunteers Overseas.

/ucdvo @UCDVO www.UCDVO.org

UCDVO Film Series Programme

kindly supported by

ATLANTIC
AFTER SPRING

SONITA

BEFORE THE FLOOD

THE PEACEMAKER

January 30th , 6pm, UCD Cinema 20th February, 6pm, UCD Cinema

6th February, 6pm, UCD Cinema

13th February, 6pm, UCD Cinema

 27th February, 6pm, UCD Cinema

Speaker: Risteard Ó Domhnaill Speaker: Salim Mhawesh

Speaker: Ursula Barry
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Speaker: Eamon Ryan


